Research Assignment
Annotated Bibliography Due:12/3
First Draft Due: 12/10
Final Draft Due: Day of the exam
Final Draft Length: 7-10 pages
Sources: At least five academic sources.  Not journalistic (though you can include some journalistic sources).

We started this course by looking at the Salem Witch Trials; in particular, we examined how and why the belief in secret societies of witches working in league with Satan to destroy the Puritan society, which may seem unfounded to us, seemed at least plausible to a traumatized group without a strong enough central authority to exercise control over a panic.  If nothing else, Schiff’s writing style allows us to empathize with the Puritans, while maintaining some ironic distance, which makes the hysteria less easy to dismiss.  After that we looked at the ways that urban legends and other pieces of contemporary folklore express unconscious needs, desires, or fears in the current population.  Each of the authors we examined tried to make sense of the need to retell tales of dubious validity, seeing in the telling and the tale an unconscious response to the world.  We’re finishing by taking a look at conspiracy theories, particularly contemporary conspiracy theories and the hold they have on the consciousness of much of the nation.  For this assignment I want you to consider the conspiracy theory.  Find a current one that you find fascinating.  Do some initial googling to get the contours of the conspiracy.  Then, do some research.  You’re not trying to debunk or verify the conspiracy.  Instead, you should try to approach the theory as our researchers into urban legends approached it.  Analyze it not so much for the content, but for the underlying (perhaps unconscious) motivations for the belief in the conspiracy.  Also take a look at how it developed and spread.  Remember, our folklorists were fascinated by new ways to spread dubious information.  Turn an eye to the internet and social media and think about what it means that counterfactual information can thrive on so many platforms. 

Instead of turning in a garbage draft, you’ll be making an annotated bibliography.  The bibliography will be a list of sources that you intend to use to make your case.  You’ll cite all the works in appropriate MLA format.  After the citation, in brackets, you’ll write a paragraph describing the work and how it relates to your thesis.  At the top of the document you’ll write a paragraph that serves as a kind of introduction to the topic and that also states the thesis.  I’ll give you a sample annotated bibliography on blackboard.









Possible Topics:
Pizzagate
Birtherism
9/11 trutherism
JFK Assassination (old one)
New World Order
George Soros as evil mastermind
Biden cheated to win 2020 election
Qanon
Sandy Hook never happened
Clinton Body Count
Trump undermined by “Deep State”
COVID is a hoax/not dangerous
Vaccinations cause autism
